Squaring Simulation

Materials:  Pre-cut paper shapes, scissors, right triangle, paper cutter.

Squaring Process:

Step 1 - 
Pick an edge and label it “fence.”  This edge will represent the side 


touching the fence.

Step 2 -
Take the right triangle, place the short edge on the side marked fence with 


the 90( edge facing up.  Move the right triangle as close to the top of the 


material to maximize a full width cut.  Draw a line and mark that line with 

“cut.”  Mark the 90( angle with the appropriate symbol.

Step 3 - 
Cut the excess material along the line.

Step 4 - 
Flip the previously cut edge down.  Make sure to keep the fence on the 


side labeled “fence.”

Step 5 - 
Repeat steps 2 and 3.  Note the relationship of the two cut sides (parallel).  

Also, note the relationship of the cut sides to the fence (perpendicular).

Step 6 - 
Rotate the non-squared side into the cut position (material rotated 90( 


toward the fence).

Step 7 -
Repeat steps 2 and 3.  The process of squaring the material is complete.

Measure the diagonals to confirm they are equal.  This is an alternate method to determine if the material is square.
