Student Notes


Lesson Objective:  Students will be able to correctly use a standard ruler and steel tape to measure to the nearest 1/16th of an inch
Terms, Symbols and Abbreviations:

ft – foot or feet
‘ – abbreviation for foot/feet
in – inch or inches

“ – inch or inches

Lowest terms – When there is no common number that can be divided into the numerator and denominator. When measuring, use the reduced fraction. For example, do not use 8/16, use ½ instead
Using a ruler 
Identifying parts of the ruler
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There are 12 lines that denote inches on the ruler. 12 inches equals 1 foot. The foot is broken down into inches. Each inch is broken down into 15 smaller marks, equaling 16 marks in total for each inch on the ruler

The longer the line on the surface of the ruler, the bigger the measurement is. Ranging from 1 inch to 1/16 of an inch, the lines decrease in size as the unit of measurement does.

Make sure you read the ruler from left to right. If you are measuring something, align it with the first mark on the left side of the ruler. The place where the object ends on the right will be its measurement in inches.
Identifying the increments between the inch marks
Notice the lengths of the lines. After the 1 inch mark, the ½ mark is the longest line, the ¼ is the next longest, then the 1/8 mark, and finally the 1/16th mark is the shortest line.

Notice that the marks are shown in LOWEST TERMS. 2/8 or 4/16 is not shown, because these are the same measurements as ¼. Always use lowest terms when measuring

[image: image2.png]1116 3/16 S{16 7{16 9/16 11/16 13{16 15/16

1. 3 s/ 7
/4 3/4
12

0 Whole 1
inches




Example 1
Measure this line to the nearest 1/16th of an inch

________________________________________________________________
Try it:   
Measure this line to the nearest 1/16th of an inch
____________________________

Example 2:  
Use a tape measure to measure the length of your desk
Try it: 
Find a different measurement in the classroom. Compare your answer with someone else in your class.
